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Biography = maximum 800 characters 
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Abstract title: 
Silicosis in Japan: knowledge construction and comparative prospects 

 

The state of the art of silicosis publications in Japan, especially focused on medical research and 

legislation, is valuable but carries a risk for the historian who wishes to make a social history of this 

occupational disease. The main risk is to reduce this history to that of a victorious march towards 

knowledge of the nosology, etiology and epidemiology of the disease and its progressive 

consideration by labour law. However, the main interest that would constitute a social history of 

silicosis and pneumoconiosis would be to show why, in spite of the progress of medical knowledge 

and labour legislation, the miners exposed to dust had so much difficulty to make recognize the 

occupational disease from which they suffered. To write a different narrative of silicosis recognition 

processes, a connected and comparative approach, with ancient industrialized nations, but also with 

emerging countries like China, is extremely valuable. 

 
 
 

 


